
Art Curriculum
National curriculum 
Pupils learn the component knowledge in the practical, theoretical and 
disciplinary categories.

Substantive knowledge
In the arts, substantive knowledge sets out the content to be learned. This 
can be separated into practical knowledge (the knowledge of how we make 
art) and theoretical knowledge (the knowledge of art and its history). 

Disciplinary knowledge
Disciplinary knowledge considers how artistic knowledge originates and is 
revised. It is through disciplinary knowledge that pupils learn the different 
practices of a variety of artists. This can Pupils learn about how experts 
have expressed quality and value through the different paradigms of art 
allowing the pupils to consider, discuss and debate the question ‘What is 
Art?’ looking at Traditional, Modern and Contemporary disciplines. 



In contrast with substantive knowledge, experiential 
knowledge is implicit (rather than explicit). It includes:
– Knowledge gained through experience.
– Tacit knowledge – knowledge that arrives through 
personal wisdom, experience, insight, and intuition. The child 
might “know how” to do something but they can’t easily 
explain the knowledge. (Would you ask artists to explain, 
segment and sequence the knowledge that enabled them to 
make a certain work of art? Would they create art through 
such sequences?).
– Embodied knowledge – “The body knows” – “I just know 
how tightly to wind this wire around this wood to hold it in 
place.” “I just sense how much pressure to apply to get that 
mark.”

Experiential knowledge in art leads to learning through art, 
as well as learning about art. And learning through art 
develops all kinds of traits within us which are desirable 
(desirable not just for us as individuals, but for society too)

Let’s remember that the nature of art, making or consuming, 
is never fixed or static. By nature, art is about growth and 
evolution, about unexpected discovery.



Working artistically
Elements of art -

The curriculum has 3 key domains (practical, theoretical and disciplinary knowledge) which can be split into either practicalor productive knowledge.
•Pupils develop theirpractical knowledgeof how to create art by learning the methods and techniques used by artists, craft- makers, and designers.
•Pupils learn thetheoretical knowledgeof the tools, materials, and history of the subject.
•Pupils learn thedisciplinary knowledgeof art, such as the ways in which it is judged, valued, and evaluated.
•Receptive practical knowledgeincludes learning the vocabulary and content about the materials and techniques involved in areas of making.
•Productive practical knowledgeincludes putting those techniques into practice.
•There is a tradition in art education that describes ‘tacit knowledge’ which is ‘unspoken’ and developed through forming habits over years of practice. 
•We should focus on the many ‘spoken’ components of art education which should be identified for teaching.
These domains are based on the 7 core elements of art:



Colour

colour is 

used to 

convey

atmosphere

and mood.

Form

Artists 
use form when

they create
sculptures.

These are 3D
shapes.

Line

Lines are used
to show

movement and
mood.

Shape

Shape is a flat 

(2D) area 

surrounded by 

an outline or 

edge.

Space

Space in 
artwork makes 
a flat image 

look like it has 
form

Texture

Texture is the
look and feel
of a surface.

Value

Value is the 

intensity of 

colour and 

depends on the 

amount of 

white added.



The National Curriculum
Purpose of study
Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A 
high- quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, 
equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their 
own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think 
critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should 
also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to 
the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.

OakmeadowArt Curriculum 

Aims
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:
 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences
 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design
techniques
 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design
 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 
historical and
cultural development of their art forms.

Subject content
Key stage 1
Pupils should be taught:
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the
differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, andmaking
links to their own work.
Key stage 2
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and 
their use of
materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of 
different kinds
of art, craft and design.
Pupils should be taught:
 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and 
revisit
ideas
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 
painting and
sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
 about great artists, architects and designers in history.







EYFS - Art Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Topic – All about me
Textiles and collage: Key question – How do I 

represent myself through 
my art?

Giuseppe Arcimboldo 
(1526 or 1527 –

Topic – African Safari
Colour

Topic – People who help 
us
Sculpture

Key question – How can 
I show different places 
around the world?

Sir Antony Mark David 
Gormley OBE RA (born 
30 August 1950)
Or ErzsébetFurmen
(pebble artist)

Molly Mahon 
Contemporary

Edward Saidi Tingatinga  
1932 - 1972

Topic –Once upon a 
time  
Drawing and Paint

Key question – How is 
art used in stories?

Katerina Apale

Key question – How can 
I say thank you to the 
people that help me?

Topic – Spring into life
Printing

• Imagination and creativity
• Self- expression
• Communicating through art

• Imagination and creativity
• Self- expression
• Communicating through art

• Imagination and creativity
• Self- expression
• Communicating through art

Key question – How can 
I show the signs of 
Spring in the natural 
world?

• Imagination and creativity
• Self- expression
• Communicating through art

JMW Turner 1776 –
1851

Topic – Wonderful 
weather
Drawing



Year 1 - Art Knowledge and skills Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Topic – Our Local Area 

Unit 1 - Drawing-
Finding natural resources 
around our local area -
link to found art too -

Unit 2 - Sculpture –

Andy Goldsworthy July 
1956

Albrecht Drurer

(1471 – 1528) 

Topic – Under the Sea 
(plants) 

Topic – Toy Story -
History 

Unit 1 – Collage

Paul Klee (1879 –

1940)

Unit 2 - Painting

Unit 1 - Printing

Karen Lederer

Unit 2 – Textiles

Anne Kelly

Piet Mondrian 

(1930)



Year 2 - Art Knowledge and skills 
Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Topic –Journeys  -
(Geography)    Key Question - How are 

journeys represented in 

art?

Unit 1 - Painting and 
Colour – Landscapes 
with modes of transport 
– Compare Christopher 
Columbus modes of 
transport to current day 
(The Sabrina, 
Shrewsbury)

Unit 2 - Sculpture –
Journeys – What would 
you take on a journey 
with you? – link to 
measure 

Danny Eastwood 

Wassily Kandinsky 
(1866- 1944) 

Topic – Habitats and 
Living things 

Topic –Norman Invasion 
(History)

Unit 1 - Drawing 

Katie Vernon

Ch'ng Kiah Kiean, 

born 1974 

Unit 1 – Printmaking

Unit 2 – Drawing and 
Collage- Bog baby –
Gen Milward (English 
text)

William Morris
1834, Walthamstow
Died: 3 October 1896

Unit 2 - Textiles and 
Collage



Year 3 - Art Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 
1

Summer 
2

Science topic:
Light and dark 

Key Question –Why is 
showing light and dark 
important in our 

artwork? 

Unit 1 –Colour and paint

Unit 2 – Sculpture –

Louise Bourgeois (1911 –
2010) 

Topic – Egyptians 
(Geography – Rivers) 

Topic – Stone Age 
(Settlements) 

What can we learn 
about the Stone Age 
people and their art? 
How did prehistoric man 
make art? 

Unit 3 – Drawing and painting

Vincent Van Gogh 

(1853 ‒ 1890) 

Unit 4 Printmaking

Neil Bousfield is a 
contemporary artist and 
printmaker. 

Unit 5 – textiles & collage 

Faith Ringgold (born 1930)

Unit 6 –Creative response: painting and 
printmaking 

Kehinde Wiley (born 1977) 



Year 4 - Art Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Topic – Volts and 
vibrations (movement) 

Unit 1 - Drawing

Unit 2 – Painting

Georgia
O’Keeffe 1887 1986-

–Giorgio Morandi
(1890 1964)

Topic – The Maya 
Rainforest 

Topic –Romans 

Key question - What 
does historical art tell us 
about the Romans?

Unit 3: Printmaking & textiles 

Gilbert (Bobbo)
Ahiagble(Ah heealig
blay) (1944 2012)

Unit 4 - Painting

Helen Frankenthaler 
1928 2011 

Unit 6
creative response

–Alberto Giacometti 
(1901 - 1966) 

Unit 4 Sculpture and 
collage–



Year 5 - Art Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Unit 1 –drawing and 
painting

Unit 2 - sculpture

Barbara Hepworth (1903 
– 1975)-

Friedensreich
Hundertwasser (1928 –
2000). 

Topic -

Unit 3- Painting

Jim Dine (born 1935) 

Unit 4 Textiles and 
collage

Lesley Richmond 

Unit 5 - printmaking

Andy Warhol 1928 1987 and 

John Brunsdon 1933 2014

Unit 6- creative 
response: printmaking & 
textiles



Year 6 - Art Pathway

Spring 
2

Spring 
1

Autumn 
2

Autumn 
1

Summer 1

Summer 
2

Topic –South America 

Unit 1 – Drawing

Unit 2 – Painting & collage

Pablo Picasso 1881 1973
PatrickCaufield1936 2005

Frida
Kahlo 1907 1954
Frida Kahlo was born 
in Mexico

Topic – The Victorians

Topic –Evolution and 
inheritance

Unit 3: Printmaking & 
textiles

Patrick Hughes (born 
1939)

Unit 4 - sculpture

Unit 5 –Painting 

Terry Gilecki (1954)

Unit 6- creative response:
Drawing & textiles 

Dale Chihuly (born 

1941) 
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